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These are memoirs of the American ambassador to Constantinople between 1913 and 1916. They

were written in 1918. Morgenthau was an astute observer who had good contacts with the leaders

of Ottoman Turkey, as well as their allies. His memoirs cover WWI in the Middle East, including the

Turco-German alliance, the Allied Gallipoli campaign and the genocide of Armenians.This critical

edition of Morgenthau's work includes a critical introduction by Ara Sarafian with reference to

Morgenthau's private papers.
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Henry Morgenthau was born Mannheim (Germany). He graduated from Columbia Law School and

began professional life as a lawyer. He made a substantial fortune as a real estate developer - and

was involved in philanthropy in New York City. He gained prominence in Woodrow Wilson's election

campaign in 1912 and was rewarded with an ambassadorship to Ottoman Turkey in 1912. He

remained active in politics and business after his return to the United States in in 1916. His children

and grandchildren include Henry Morgenthau, Jr. (Secretary of the Treasury under Franklin D.

Roosevelt), Robert M. Morgenthau (District Attorney of Manhattan for 35 years), and the historian

Barbara Tuchman.
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